
Studying Revelation:  Interpretive Principles and Keys 
 
There are 3 interpretive principles that must be adhered to in obtaining a foundational 
understanding of the book of Revelation:  
 
1. The interpretation must be consistent with the purpose of the vision, which is 

to spiritually prepare believers for a time of great testing unlike anything ever 
witnessed before, so that they may remain steadfast in the faith until Christ’s 
return or their physical death.  Consequently, its study is fruitful preparation for 
both those who endure the tribulations always associated with the world and also 
those who will endure great tribulation, such as the world has never seen before 
(Matthew 24:21).  While it contains a severe warning concerning our conduct 
during great tribulation (Revelation 14:9-‐11), it has much to offer in the way of 
present instruction and is principally a book of encouragement, revealing the 
glorious future of the redeemed and the coming, physical reign of the King of Kings 
in the new earth. 

2. The interpretation must remain consistent with the nature of the New 
Covenant [as typified by the Old Testament prophets and revealed by the New 
Testament apostles, most notably, Paul].  The major themes of the gospel message 
are revealed throughout the Revelation story:  God’s righteousness, man’s sin, the 
coming judgment, and the need of men everywhere to repent [trust in Christ’s 
sacrifice for eternal salvation]. 

3. The interpretation must acknowledge both the literal and figurative aspects of 
the prophetic texts, ascribing meaning based upon the following rules: 
a. It describes literal times, places, and people:  therefore, whenever the plain 

meaning makes sense, it should be accepted plainly; a sound interpretation will 
not fall short of fully trusting in what God has openly declared 

b. Conversely, whenever a plain [literal] interpretation is nonsensical [such as a 
harlot sitting upon a scarlet-‐colored beast], it must be abandoned in favor of a 
figurative meaning and spiritual application 

c. The symbolism and metaphorical language found in John’s vision must be 
defined in the following way:  
● By examining similar symbolism and language found in other portions of 

scripture-‐-‐for God is consistent in the meaning He applies to the symbols and 
words found in His text.  

● By examining dreams and visions found in other portions of scripture and 
noting their chief characteristics and means of interpretation-‐-‐for God is 
consistent in how He structures, conceals the meaning of, and reveals these 



communications. 
 
There are also some keys of the heart, which are necessary to unlock the meaning of 
the vision.  The Holy Spirit is like a Painter adding brush strokes to the canvass of our 
mind until an image begins to form, and slowly over time, the major themes of the 
Revelation story become clear (John 16:13).  The principle at work seems to be this: 
“For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have 
the mind of Christ,” (1 Corinthians 2:16).  To obtain this mind, we must spend much 
time in fellowship with the Holy Spirit. Therefore, self-‐control is a necessary aid to 
interpretation.  
 
Additionally, the Holy Spirit has given the vision in such a way that the temptation 
[natural tendency] of the reader is to see and add complexity where there is none.  In 
this way, the wisdom of the kingdom is hidden from the wicked:  for those who are 
proud of heart are forever lost in a never-‐ending web of increasing, intellectual 
complexity that can only result in vain and confusing interpretations.  Consequently, 
humility is necessary to receive the vision (Isaiah 57:15).  
 
In reality, the Revelation narrative is concise and simplistic, even as the wisdom of 
the Spirit is clear and simple.  The reader must understand that portions of the vision 
are retold multiple times from both an earthly and heavenly perspective; and at all 
points, these earthly events correspond to heavenly actions [divine intent].  Without 
consistent faith that it is God’s will for us to understand the vision, the language and 
structure of Revelation will frustrate and confuse the natural mind.  Faith in the 
principle that God must reveal enables us not only to receive the vision, but also to 
not go beyond it.  Without faith, humility, and self-‐control, the vision remains 
convoluted.  
 
Although definite, chronological markers do exist in Revelation, much confusion has 
arisen as a result of saints’ attempts to decipher it as a chronological story, instead of 
as a vision, a thematic collage of sudden scene shifts detailing God’s relationship with 
man in the last days and throughout eternity.  The span of the vision covers the 
entirety of the church age:  however, much of it details a prophetic season of fairly 
synchronous events taking place within a relatively short space of time.  
 
Of course, while it has been granted for us to know certain signs that will precede His 
coming, the exact timing of His return remains a mystery (Mark 13:32): 
 
● “Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come,” (Matthew 



24:42). 
● “Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?  And he said unto 

them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath 
put in his own power,” (Acts 1:6-‐7). 

● “God that made the world and all things therein … hath determined the times 
before appointed, and the bounds of their [men’s] habitation,” (Acts 17:24-‐26). 

 
Notice, the interpretation is unlocked [if we are led by the Spirit], but still bound [for 
it casts forth a limited amount of light].  The Holy Spirit has granted us enough light to 
prepare our hearts, but not so much that we have no need to walk by faith, as all 
these things come to pass.  
 
Finally, at the very beginning of the vision, God promises a blessing to those who 
heed its warnings:  
 

Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and 
keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 
-‐-‐Revelation 1:3 

 
Observe, the mystery of iniquity is already at work [the anti-‐christ spirit is already 
among us, inspiring evil men and preparing the way for the coming man of sin] and at 
any moment the restraining work of the Holy Spirit may cease and the anti-‐christ arise 
(2 Thessalonians 2:7-‐9). The vision is given, not merely to inform, but to transform. As 
with any of the scriptures, if we meditate upon them and take them to heart, they 
change the way we live our daily lives.  Whom the Holy Spirit warns, He also leads:  
 

By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, 
prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the 
world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith. 

 
-‐-‐Hebrews 11:17 

 
The great danger of the last days is spiritual deception (Matthew 24:4-‐5, 11; 2 
Thessalonians 2:8-‐12). The vision has been given to protect us, but the preparatory 
work of the Holy Spirit only takes place as we keep [believe and act upon] those 
truths the vision reveals (Psalm 19:11; Proverbs 29:18).  At heart, Revelation is a 
pragmatic book, which unveils the suffering Servant as conquering Lord and vividly 
illustrates the means by which the church shall be presented to Him as a glorious bride 
without spot or blemish.  Its central theme is the Kingship and Lordship dominion of 



Jesus Christ.  It is intended to comfort us in our present afflictions and strengthen us to 
avoid deception in a time of coming trouble unlike anything the world has ever seen 
(Matthew 24:21).  It is a book of encouragement that teaches us many things:  
 
● That God’s grace is sufficient. 
● That we have an eternal hope and reward. 
● That God seeks after justice. 
● That we can have peace in the midst of trials. 
 
Revelation 1 
 
[1:1] 
 
● Things which must shortly come to pass:  the vision is a window into the future, 

describing real people and events.  As the Lord spoke through His Old Testament 
prophets to prophesy of the coming Messiah, He now speaks through His apostle to 
prophesy of events leading up the Lord’s return [and afterwards].  As His 
prophecies concerning the Lord’s birth, atoning death, and resurrection were 
certain, so also are these prophecies concerning the time of the end.  

● The word “signified” indicates that the vision is filled with symbolism designed to 
communicate deep, spiritual truths.  Here is Jesus using the same word in the 
gospel accounts: 
● And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.  This he said, 

signifying what death he should die. (John 12:32-‐33)  
 

● Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, 
and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt 
stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither 
thou wouldest not.  This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify 
God. (John 21:18-‐19)  

● Describing his own “visions and revelations of the Lord,” Paul tell us he was caught 
up to the 3rd heaven [caught up in the Spirit], an experience so extraordinary that 
he couldn’t honestly say whether he was in or out of his body:  moreover, he 
“heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter,” (2 
Corinthians 12:1-‐4).  Much of what the prophets and apostles received could only 
be communicated to us through symbolic language, which is a special form of 
spiritual communication designed by God to hide His truths from the wicked and 
reveal heavenly mysteries to the saints [much like the Lord’s use of 



parables—Matthew 13:13]. 
● The word “saw” indicates that this book was given as a vision, just as Daniel did 

the latter part of the book of Daniel [an Old Testament counterpart to the book of 
Revelation]:  "In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision appeared 
unto me, even unto me Daniel … now I am come to make thee understand what 
shall befall thy people in the latter days: for yet the vision is for many days," 
(Daniel 8:1, 10:14). 

 
[1:2] 
 
● “Who bare record of the word of God”:  what is established elsewhere in 

scripture is here affirmed:  this is not a new revelation, but rather an exposition of 
the whole counsel of God in the form of a prophetic vision that is certain to come 
to pass.  

● “Who bare record … of the testimony of Jesus Christ”:  the vision is consistent 
with the nature of the new covenant, as a new wineskin; and therefore, only those 
whose minds have been renewed to the force of the Lord’s atoning work and 
testimony [come free of Old Testament traditions] can understand it.  

 
[1:3] 
 
● A special blessing is confirmed upon those who read and hear [obey] the message, 

as it is an urgent and pressing message of great import for those who are perilously 
close to a time of great testing:  by implication, the vision contains specific 
commandments designed to keep saints from deception.  

 
[1:4] 
 
● From him which is, and which was, and which is to come.  The certainty of our 

hope and security rests in the eternal nature of Christ:  while the lost labor for 
temporal rewards, we labor for the eternal (Titus 1:2 and 3:7).  

● “Seven churches”:  refers to all the church age [from the time of Christ’s 
ascension and Pentecost to the time of Christ’s return]; what is revealed in His 
seven churches is emblematic of what is true concerning the hearts of His people.  

● “Seven spirits”:  these are the seven spirits of God (Revelation 4:5).  We find a 
similar passage in Isaiah 11:1-‐4, which describes the Spirit of the Lord with these 
characteristics: 
● Wisdom and understanding  
● Counsel and might 



● Knowledge and fear of the Lord 
● Quick understanding 
● Righteous judgment 
● Justifier of the meek 
● Slayer of the wicked 

 
[1:5-‐6] 
 
● Faithful witness, first begotten of the dead, and prince of the kings of the earth 

… who washed us from our sins in His blood:  just as our salvation is secure in the 
finished work of Christ, this prophecy is also certain, as its power flows from the 
same source, for which cause, we read the following.  
● Christ was faithful in life and in death, as a true and eternal Witness (2 Timothy 

2:13). 
● Christ is pre-‐eminent in all things, as the first-‐born of many brethren (Romans 

8:9) 
● All judgment, authority, and dominion has been handed over to Him by the 

Father (Daniel 7:14; John 5:22) 
 
[1:7] 
 
● A reference to Ezekiel 12:10, in which Christ reveals Himself to the Jewish nation 

and receives them unto Himself:  “And I will pour upon the house of David, and 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and 
they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as 
one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in 
bitterness for his firstborn.”  [See also Daniel 7:13.]  This does not imply that all 
Jews will be saved-‐-‐for some make a league with the anti-‐christ (Daniel 11:32) and 
⅔ are cut off (Zechariah 13:8)-‐-‐but rather, that believing Jews will be saved 
(Zechariah 13:9; Romans 10:4).  

● Of this time, we know numerous things: 
● That all the people of the earth be gathered together against Jerusalem and 

Judah (Zechariah 12:3). 
● That God will use the Jewish people as a judgment against the world’s 

aggression (Zechariah 12:2, 8-‐9, 14:1-‐4) 
● He cometh with clouds [evocative of storms and trouble]:  for the lost sinner, this 

is symbolic of wrath, even as at His appearing there is mourning and lamenting; and 
this is the beginning of the world’s judgment (Matthew 24:30).  

● “All kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him”-‐-‐for He comes in wrath. 



 
● Notice, prior to His return, the faithful have not seen, yet believed (John 20:29): 

now, the wicked will both see and believe, but the season of grace is no longer 
upon them.  The suddenness of Christ’s return will catch many off-‐guard-‐-‐for which 
cause, He comes quickly (Revelation 22:20)-‐-‐like lightning cometh out of the east 
(Matthew 24:27).  Here, Christ is revealed to all the world.  

 
[1:8] 
 
● All things begin and end with Christ:  for He who has the power to author and 

create, also has power to finish [complete] and destroy; this is another affirmation 
of the source and power of the prophecy [Christ].  Moreover, this is the second of 
4 times in which a similar statement is conveyed (Revelation 
1:4,8,11,17-‐18)-‐-‐emphasizing the surety that Christ will bring all of these things to 
pass-‐-‐and God’s omnipotence.   

 
[1:9] 
 
● Corresponds to I, Daniel (Daniel 9:2, 10:2).  Also notice, that both Daniel and John 

received visions through angelic intercession (Daniel 8:15-‐16) during a time of 
great suffering (Daniel 7:15):  also notice, the time that Daniel’s vision is intended 
for; at the time of the end shall be the vision, for it is shut up for many days, as 
as a sealed scroll is shut up (Daniel 8:17,26, 9:24).  All of these things illustrate that 
the books of Daniel and Revelation are related.  

● He who has known troubles and sufferings is wholly tempered, fit, and prepared to 
receive a message concerning a time of great trouble:  for the gift of God [Christ] 
to His people is increased during seasons of extreme adversity.  

● Notice, we who are faithful are persecuted for the word’s sake, even as all who 
are godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution-‐-‐and for this cause, we are 
commanded to persevere-‐-‐with patience possessing our souls (Matthew 5:10; Luke 
21:19; 2 Timothy 3:12).  We are saved when we are baptized into His death 
[through faith in Christ], but we are matured when we are baptized with 
sufferings (Acts 14:22).  

 
[1:10-‐11] 
 
● We are always in the spirit (Romans 8:9), so this statement indicates a unique 

spiritual experience.  
● A trumpet, denoting the Lord’s Voice-‐-‐which created the world in the 



beginning-‐-‐and signifies the divine timing events that will occur in the last days.  
● The vision was given by angelic intercession and penned by John, as a special 

message for all the saints of God.  
● The vision is for the church age [from Christ’s ascension/Pentecost until His 

return]:  therefore, it’s import is as vital for our time, as the time in which it was 
given.  

 
[1:12-‐18] 
 
● The Son of man [Christ] standing in the midst of seven golden candlesticks:  as 

there are seven spirits, there are seven candlesticks, symbolic of the Lord’s Spirit 
working among His assemblies.  (See Revelation 1:20).  

● His voice as the sound of many waters.  Symbolic of Christ’s power and dominion, 
as a rushing flood before which no opposing thing can stand-‐-‐every facet of His 
character and nature is revealed in His words-‐-‐for by them, He created the earth 
and heavens (Genesis 1-‐2).  

● Seven stars in His right hand:  representative of the saints of God who are said to 
be in the hands of God and upheld in like manner as the constellations and all the 
earth [according to His divine intent and will].  This is in agreement with John 
10:27-‐28:  “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:  And I 
give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand.” 

● And out of his mouth went a sharp two-‐edged sword:  Christ rules by His word, 
which He exalts even above all His name (Psalm 138:2).  

● I fell at His feet as dead:  again denoting the special nature of the vision, as a 
physically manifested animation of the Spirit of God [as evidenced by the fact that 
John had a physical reaction to the vision].  If the vision produces a physical 
response and effect, how much more deeply will be felt the actual manifestation 
of the vision, as all these things come to pass.  What is coming is more than can be 
imagined.  

● The eternal nature of the Godhead defined, as First [for there is no other and none 
that came prior (Isaiah 41:4, 44:6); and Last [for there will never be another]:  the 
fourth and final time a similar statement is made.  The Lord’s purpose is eternal 
and fixed:  for which cause, we read that the Lord called to the prophet Samuel 
four times (1 Samuel 3:1-‐10).  We have record of Christ’s gospel assurances, 
marked by “verily, verily” [truly, truly], as evidence of His manner of emphasizing 
the certainty of His gospel and the commandments of His kingdom.  [In His final call 
to Samuel, the Holy Spirit whispers, “Samuel, Samuel,” (1 Samuel 3:10).  

● The keys of life and death.  The power over life and death is in Christ’s hands:  He 



alone has the words of spirit and life.  
 
[1:19-‐20] 
 
● The vision describes things that are true in John’s time and all times, as well as 

things to come [events reserved for the time immediately prior to Christ’s return]: 
therefore, this is a book for all saints in all cultures and times.  

● Previously, stars [plural]:  but now, angel [singular], which denotes our special 
commission as ambassadors of Christ and messengers of God [preachers of the 
gospel (Mark 16:15; 2 Corinthians 5:20)].  

● Candlesticks and churches are interchangeable terms:  for we are the temples of 
the Holy Spirit, as members of a royal priesthood and a holy nation (1 Corinthians 
3:16; 1 Peter 2:9).  

● Write down what you have seen:  showing how all these things are even now in 
motion and what will come to pass as the vision matures and is fulfilled.  

● The Lord standing in the midst of the seven candlesticks, symbolizing that He is the 
source of all spiritual wisdom and truth and the sole means by which His people are 
established.  

● A star is naturally imbued with light, even as we are partakers of the divine nature 
[our very nature is light].  However, a candlestick has no natural light, unless it is 
supplied with oil, which is the worship of the saints of God:  and therefore, the 
candlesticks are representative of the visible church; and its influence in the 
world.  

  
Revelation 2 
 
[2:1-‐2] 
 
● The first of seven messages or letters to seven churches:  the churches represent 

the span of the church age [churches in all times]:  these same qualities and 
descriptions of the seven churches in John’s time are also evident in various 
measures among the Lord’s assemblies today.  

● The descriptions of the seven churches show us 1) the need for holiness and how 
to walk in truth 2) the various deceptions by which Satan attempts to hinder and 
overthrow the obedience of the saints and 3) the reward of repentance and the 
punishment of rebellion.  

● The book of Revelation draws a picture of the true church:  from its infancy, to its 
present state, and final maturity.  Like a candlestick, the church is designed to 
transmit light into darkness:  as His light is pure, so our service is to be pure also. 



His assemblies emit light to the extent that they 1) fulfill their gospel charge 2) 
love God and one another and 3) obey the Holy Spirit.  The candlestick represents 
the ability of Christ’s assemblies ‘to cast forth light’ [and so is directly 
proportional to the holiness of the people]:  this then is a warning against the 
corrupting influence of sin and the world’s customs and the danger of apostasy.  

● Christ walks among the candlesticks, holding the seven stars in His hand.  This 
demonstrates the agency of the Holy Spirit, which moves within and among His 
people to comfort, encourage, and strengthen the children of God (John 3:8; 
Hebrews 1:3).  

 
[2:3-‐29] 
 
● Church of Ephesus 

● Works [everything we do].  The eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout 
the whole earth (2 Corinthians 16:9). 

● Labor [what we do in the Lord].  This is the kind of love that covers a 
multitude of sins (James 5:20; 1 Peter 4:8).  

● Patience [willingness to long endure hardship for the sake of the gospel].  This 
is necessary for salvation in the time of great tribulation (Luke 21:19).  

● How thou canst not bear them which are evil.  They are known for their love 
of truth, even when their continued course with God comes at the expense of 
continuing with those whom will not walk in truth.  In this, they demonstrate 
that they fear God more than man-‐-‐and provide evidence of their faith-‐-‐for 
they are willing to suffer persecution and hardship for their obedience to God.  

● And thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast 
found them liars.  Jesus prayed to the Father, “Sanctify them through thy truth: 
thy word is truth,” (John 17:17).  Therefore, we know these men are teaching 
things contrary to what the word of God openly declares and reveals; this 
probably indicates not only false teaching, but also that these men are false 
converts. A rejection of Christ’s words is a rejection of Christ:  “For 
whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of 
man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and 
of the holy angels,” (Luke 9:26).  (Matthew 7:15-‐20; 1 Timothy 4:16, 6:3-‐5; 2 
Timothy 3:16-‐17) 

● Thou hast left thy first love.  When we leave one love, we cling to another: 
“No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the 
other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon,” (Matthew 6:24).  This speaks to a substitution [the carnal in 
place of the spiritual]:  and a weakening of their daily walk with Christ.  Left 



unaddressed, it leads to a weak faith, and eventually, apostasy.  
● Repent … else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick 

out of his place.  A warning against apostasy-‐-‐that the Lord will withdraw His 
Spirit from those who do not fear Him, teach demonic doctrines, and promote 
another standard of righteousness [in place of faith in Christ]-‐-‐and this leads to 
eternal damnation.  Notice, we will observe a growing darkness among many 
assemblies, as the people embrace false doctrines.  

● Nicolaitans [meaning "destruction of people"].  These are those like wicked 
Balaam who introduce traditions contrary to the word of God to congregation 
of the Lord in an attempt to lead men to themselves, rather than to Christ.  As 
such, they make the congregation of the Lord dependent upon them, rather 
than God, uplifting themselves above the people by representing themselves as 
a spiritually elite class of believers.  God hates this-‐-‐for it contradicts the 
interdependence and spiritual liberty that He has formed in His people by 
Christ’s sacrificial death-‐-‐mocking Christ’s atonement.  

● Christ is that Tree.  If we hear [obey what is here revealed]:  we will receive 
the full benefit and reward of our righteousness in Christ upon our death, which 
is a glorified body and the crown of life (Ephesians 1:13-‐14).  

● Church of Smyrna  
● Persecuted saints who are acquainted with trouble, suffering economic 

penalties for their faith, as well as imprisonments and physical sufferings:  but 
they are rich in Christ. 

● They are persecuted by religious zealots who affect a spiritual demeanor, but 
reject a true faith in Christ.  Although these should be their companions in 
suffering, they are their oppressors.  

● Moreover, these are ordained sufferings that their faith may be tried [that they 
may provide evidence of their faith].  

● A command:  do not fear these sufferings.  
● The source of their problems, the devil-‐-‐for we do not wrestle against flesh 

and blood-‐-‐but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places (Ephesians 
6:12). See also 2 Corinthians 10:3-‐6.  

● Tribulation ten days.  Jesus said, “But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, 
no doubt the kingdom of God is come upon you,” (Luke 11:20).  Here, Jesus is 
speaking symbolically, as a means of emphasizing His divine [perfect] authority. 
Even as there are ten total fingers, so also is that number representative of 
“the power of God” and “the divine efficiency by which something is made 
visible to men.”  Interpretation, there is an ordained season of suffering:  as we 
suffer for righteousness’ sake, His perfect grace dwells upon us, and we receive 



authority to do spiritual works.  
● A command:  be faithful unto death.  
● We  will  not  be  hurt  [partake]  of  the  second  death,  if  we  remain  faithful,  as  detailed  in  

Galatians  5:22-23:    “But  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  longsuffering,  
gentleness,  goodness,  faith,  meekness,  temperance:    against  such  there  is  no  law”  
[or  condemnation  or  power  of  the  law  of  sin  and  death  to  condemn].  

● Church of Pergamos  
● He which hath the sharp sword with two edges.  A reference to the Lord’s 

competence to judge righteously, discerning both the carnal desires and actions 
of the soul and the true fruit and works of the Spirit:  “For the word of God is 
quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-‐edged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart,” (Hebrews 4:12).  

● Where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is.  A seat is symbolic of 
authority:  Jesus said, “The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat,” 
(Matthew 23:2).  While they were not ordained spiritual authorities [but 
disobedient servants], the Pharisees  seated themselves as authorities over the 
people, preventing true teachers from teaching the people.  Satan’s seat is 
symbolic of satanic power:  thus, these saints dwell among people wholly 
committed to wickedness.  Moreover, the seat of wickedness is the soul [the 
uncrucified desires of man].   

● The faithful martyr, Antipas, who kept the Lord’s command [to be faithful unto 
death] was slain for his steadfastness in Christ.   

● Them that hold the doctrine of Balaam and of the Nicolaitans.  This is a second 
reference to the influence of false teachers and demonic teachings, by which 
believers are corrupted and overthrown and drawn into carnality and 
immorality:  and this repetition emphasizes the existence of a multitude of 
false teachers and teachings in the last days, as does the second reference to 
“Nicolaitans” emphasize that there will be many personalities who compete 
with the Holy Spirit to be the leading figure of the assembly.   

● All authority has been given to the Son Who judges us by His word (John 
5:26-‐29).   

● Hidden manna, a white stone, and a new name-‐-‐indicating that we will all 
receive special knowledge directly from Jesus-‐-‐and that each saint will enjoy 
spiritual intimacy with Christ when we receive our glorified bodies.  Notice, it 
is the virgins with the oil who enjoy a special intimacy with Christ (Matthew 
25:1-‐13).  Also notice, we will receive these things at the Lord’s return (Isaiah 
62:1-‐3).   

● Church of Thyatira  



● Eyes like unto a flame of fire and feet like fine [refined] brass-‐-‐indicating 
perfect judgment [understanding, knowledge, and wisdom] and perfect 
holiness.  

● The last to be more than the first-‐-‐indicating that these saints were growing in 
love, service, and faith-‐-‐and this, through patient endurance of all things.   

● A prophetess, teaching and seducing.  This is a perversion of the divine order 
and contrary to what is necessary for peace among the people [for women are 
restrained from functioning as an elder and exercising authority over men, 
according to 1 Timothy 2:12].  These things are always found in concert:  false 
prophets, false doctrines, and demonic spirits.   

● All men receive a season of grace in which they may repent, an ordained time 
in which the Holy Spirit draws men to salvation (John 6:44).  However, God is 
not a man that He should be mocked [seasons change], and in time, He will 
allow us to reap the fruit of our decisions, even turning the wicked over to a 
reprobate [wholly demonized and unredeemable] condition (Galatians 6:7).   

● I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great 
tribulation … and I will kill her children with death.  Those who agree with or 
condone the influence of false prophets are partakers of their sins and 
punishments: we are accountable for addressing error among the assembly.  The 
Lord sees the secret sins of the heart that are practiced behind the posts and 
doors of His people’s houses (Isaiah 57:8, 58:1-‐2).   
● When Eli does not rebuke his sons, Hopni and Phineas, for keeping the best 

parts of the people’s sacrifice for themselves and laying with the women 
who assemble at the temple, the Lord destroys not only the sons, but all of 
Eli’s bloodline (1 Samuel 12:2-‐17, 22-‐34).   

● In Ezekiel 13, both the false prophets and all who follow their counsel are 
likewise destroyed.   

● In Numbers 25:7-‐8, Phineas kills an unrepentant Israelite and his pagan 
concubine by running a spear through both of them.  

● In 2 Kings 9:7, Jehu [the ordained conqueror of Queen Jezebel] is 
commanded to kill all of the house of Ahab [all who are joined to and 
profiting from queen Jezebel’s wickedness].   

● I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts.  The eyes of the Lord rove to 
and fro over the whole earth [He knows all our works, good and evil]:  as He 
redeems the righteous, so also does He punish the wicked in their time (2 
Chronicles 16:9).   

● Have not known the depths of Satan.  A manipulative, controlling spirit that 
serves its own interests is a true expression of witchcraft-‐-‐loves to masquerade 
under a cloak of false righteousness-‐-‐and leads many to destruction.   



● I will put upon you none other burden.  Sincere [but unlearned] saints are often 
oppressed by those professing religion [and adopting an outward appearance of 
it], but neglecting to bear fruits worthy of repentance:  and it is the consistent 
example of such false prophets to substitute their own commandments in place 
of the commandments of God (Isaiah 29:13; Mark 7:12-‐13; Luke 3:8).   

● A command:  to hold fast to Christ [and all of His truths that we have already 
received and been confirmed in [but that which ye have already hold fast till I 
come].  The oppression of false religion [particularly a false christianity] is a 
great weight to the souls of sincere and faithful followers of Christ-‐-‐causing 
them to endure much persecution-‐-‐and many trials.   

● To him will I give power over the nations.  We will rule as Christ rules; as He is 
sat down in His Father’s throne, so are we sat down in His throne (Revelation 
3:21).  We will speak as He speaks and act as He acts, as vessels of His perfect 
judgment and authority.    

● And I will give him the morning star.  This is Christ, the unspeakable gift of God 
to man (2 Corinthians 9:15; Revelation 22:16).   

● He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 
These are both individual and corporate commands-‐-‐for God seeks holy 
servants-‐-‐and holy assemblies.  
 

Revelation 3  
  
[3:1-6]   
 

● Church of Sardis  
● He that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars.  He who 

authored our salvation has also finished it:  all things are in His hand [His 
power to bring to fruition].  His word shall not return void; it will 
accomplish all it was intended to complete (Isaiah 55:11).  

● An appearance of death, which is an indication of how little life [faith and 
truth] remains within this assembly of saints; a warning, of the nearness of 
Christ’s return, and the need to repent of their current path and state, else 
they will fall completely away from faith in Christ.  

● Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and 
repent.  What we know, we know by the Spirit (John 14:7,26; 1 John 2:27). 
Therefore, this is an admonition-‐-‐that, as we have begun in the Spirit-‐-‐so 
we should continue in the Spirit (2 Timothy 3:14-‐15).  It is also an 
implication:  that vain men will attempt to lead us away from Christ:  the 



message to the Philadelphian saints is similar; “hold that fast which thou 
hast, that no man take thy crown,” (Revelation 3:11).  

● A command:  watch [implied], else a condition is imposed:  “I will come on 
thee as a thief” [take all that you have away from you].  If we do not 
watch, we will be neither wise as a serpent [aware of Satan’s methods and 
snares] nor as harmless as a dove [which is to do no harm]:  for we are sent 
forth by Christ into the midst of wolves (Matthew 10:16).  

● A command:  to remember how thou hast received and heard, which is an 
admonition to continue under the Leadership of the Holy Spirit and be 
Spirit-‐led in all things.  

● A command:  hold fast, which is to remain true to Christ and all we know of 
Him [and this, in all circumstances]. 

● A command:  repent, which is to continue in obedience to all the Spirit 
reveals [commands], as we receive the chastening [correction] of the Lord.  

● Thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.  “But of that day and 
that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither 
the Son, but the Father.  Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not 
when the time is,” (Mark 13:32-‐33).  

● A few saints … who have not defiled their garments.  Those who believe 
are counseled to always believe, else they will do despite to the Spirit of 
grace and be counted unworthy to be redeemed (Hebrews 6:4-‐8, 10:26-‐31). 
Afflictions are common to the new believer-‐-‐for which cause, some turn 
away from faith-‐-‐lacking patient endurance and the love by which faith 
works (Matthew 13:20-‐21; Galatians 5:6; Hebrews 10:32-‐33).  Of the many 
who represent themselves as saints, some few are still actually walking in 
obedience to Christ, which is line with the counsel of 2 Thessalonians 2:3-‐4: 
the day of the Lord’s return shall not come until 1) there is a great falling 
away and 2) the man of sin is revealed.  

● I will not blot out his name out of the book of life.  It is God’s desire that all 
men be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 
2:3-‐4)-‐-‐for which cause, the names of all men are written in the Lamb’s 
book of life from the foundations of the world-‐-‐but upon a man’s rejection 
of the truth of God’s love for them, his name is blotted out.  We see these 
truths at work in Moses’ prayer of intercession for the people whom God 
have given Him charge concerning:  “Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their 
sin—; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast 
written. And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, 
him will I blot out of my book,” (Exodus 32:32-‐33). 



● He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 
Revelation is filled with personal charges [to obey God’s commands], but it 
is a corporate message, designed to provoke God’s people to walk in 
holiness and contend for the faith both within and without the assembly, as 
it has been given to us by God.  

 
[3:7-‐13] 
 

● Church of Philadelphia 
● The key of David.  Symbolic of God’s divine plan established before the 

foundations of the world, which was to establish a holy people through which to 
raise up the holy and righteous branch of David [Messiah] 

● He that is holy and true.  The source of Christ’s power-‐-‐His purity-‐-‐and truth.  
● He that openeth and shutteth.  Symbolic of wrath and mercy, times and seasons, 

and the ordained plan of God, which is even now unfolding before us; He alone 
has power to shut and open [reject and receive]. (Isaiah 22:22; Luke 13:23-‐28).  

● I have set before thee an open door.  This is symbolic of God’s grace, which 
sustains the saints of Philadelphia on the basis of their steadfast continuance in 
His word [all that the Holy Spirit has taught them] and their patient [continual] 
love for the Savior.  Particularly, it is symbolic of an opportunity in the gospel 
[that the word of God may be preached and abound].  Notice, Paul was led by 
God to wait upon the power of the Holy Spirit to gird and guide him:  “But I will 
tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost. For a great door and effectual is opened unto 
me, and there are many adversaries,” (1 Corinthians 16:8-‐9).  Also notice, 
where there is great gospel opportunity, there are also great adversities and 
adversaries; yet, the Holy Spirit makes a way for us, if we wait upon God.  

● A little strength.  This indicates what great sufferings they have endured-‐-‐for 
which cause, God’s grace dwells that more strongly upon them-‐-‐and they have 
kept His word and not denied the faith [have not become ashamed of the name 
of Jesus].  Some who seem to have little strength are often the greatest among 
us (2 Corinthians 12:9-‐10).  

● The synagogue of Satan.  This is symbolic not only of apostate Jews, but also any 
who falsely claim a relationship with God on any basis, counting themselves 
worthy in defiance of Christ’s standard of judgment.  

● I will make them to come and worship before thy feet.  Those who remain 
resolute in sufferings will also reign with Him in His coming kingdom:  If we 
suffer, we shall also reign with him (Proverbs 17:15; 2 Timothy 2:8-‐13).  

● A command [implied]:  to persevere [because thou hast kept the word of my 
patience].  

● A promise:  that the Lord will sustain us in the day of adversity [I also will keep 
thee from the hour of temptation].  This references the appointed time of 
suffering and great tribulation that comes upon the whole world prior to Christ’s 



triumphant return-‐-‐and indicates that the Holy Spirit is able to keep us free from 
[satanic] deception-‐-‐and therefore, eternal damnation (Deuteronomy 4:34; 
Matthew 24:21; 2 Thessalonians 2:8-‐12).  When Jesus faced those who came to 
take Him captive in the Garden of Gethsemene, He said, “When I was daily with 
you in the temple, ye stretched forth no hands against me: but this is your hour, 
and the power of darkness,” (Luke 22:53).   

● To try them that dwell on the face of the earth.  Referring to lost souls, those 
who have not received the love of the truth and do not believe in Jesus 
(Revelation 13:8,14).  Everywhere this phrase is found in Revelation [8 times], it 
refers to unbelievers.  

● Behold, I come quickly.  This relates to 2 Thessalonians 2:7:  “For the mystery of 
iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken 
out of the way.”  At any moment, the restraining power of the Holy Spirit [which 
holds the rise of the anti-‐christ at bay] will be removed, and the man of sin will 
arise.  For this cause, we are repeatedly counseled to focus upon the leading of 
the Holy Spirit and to live prayerful lives (Mark 13:33; Luke 21:36).  

● Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.  When deception 
comes, it will come through men empowered by the agency of Satan [and his 
demons].  

● Him that overcometh.  
● I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out 

[a promise of enduring intimacy with Christ, as a partaker of Christ’s nature, 
influence, and authority].  

● I will write upon him the name of God [denoting that we are His children and 
rightful possessors of His inheritance (Ephesians 1:11-‐14; Colossians 3:24)], 
the name “New Jerusalem” [denoting our corporate relationship with Christ, 
as one body], and a new name [denoting our personal relationship with 
Christ, as members in particular].  

 
[3:14-‐22] 
 

● Church of Laodicea 
● These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the 

creation of God.  The surety of the vision [its certain unfolding] and the means 
by which it will come to pass are both based upon Christ’s uncompromising, 
eternal Character, as revealed by His Person-‐-‐from before the world began [for 
by His word, He framed the world and brought it into existence]-‐-‐to now 
(Genesis 1-‐2; John 1:1).  

● I would thou wert cold or hot.  This is a reference to the gospel [whether man 
has received salvation by grace through faith]:  if we are cold, there is hope that 
we will be warmed to the truth of the gospel and be converted; if we are hot, we 
are zealous of the Lord.  For example, our hearts burn within us, as coals of 
fire and a most vehement flame, as we hear the Lord’s voice speaking to us 



through the scriptures by the witness of the Holy Spirit:  those who love the Lord 
are said to be fervent in Spirit (Song of Songs 8:6; Luke 24:32; Acts 18:25; 
Romans 12:11).  
● They are cold because they have the profession [and a form] of religion, but 

lack the substance thereof, as those neither confirmed by nor conformed to 
the power of the gospel;  (Matthew 15:8).  Like foolish virgins, they have no 
oil for their lamps; and therefore, cannot be admitted to either the wedding 
feast or the bridechamber (Matthew 25:1-‐13).  As tares, they are safely 
hidden among the wheat:  for this assembly bears little fruit (Matthew 
13:24-‐30, 36-‐43).  Notice, the call is to repent [believe] and be saved, as an 
apostate assembly full of apostate practices.  

● Or, they have received true faith, but have not continued in it-‐-‐but began 
mixing the holy with the profane-‐-‐and are now  content in their sins and 
entering into an apostate condition, attempting to serve two masters [which 
is impossible] (1 Kings 18:21; Matthew 6:24).  

● Or, are even now in an apostate condition (2 Timothy 4:10).  
● Notice, believing saints are those who are both zealous and alert to the Lord’s 

impending return, as faithful servants who are attending to their Lord (Luke 
12:35-‐40).  

● I will spue thee out of my mouth.  A natural picture of rejecting that which is 
undesirable-‐-‐cold water refreshes and hot water can soothe-‐-‐but the lukewarm is 
generally considered unpalatable.  

● A contrast of two conditions.  Notice, they are enjoying a sense of false security 
based upon an appearance of religion:  “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and 
increased with goods, and have need of nothing.”  However, the description that 
the Lord gives of them is the same as that which describes lost souls, even those 
who profit nothing from a vain religion:  “And knowest not that thou art 
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked,” (Matthew 15:12-‐15, 
23:16-‐26; Luke 4:17-‐19).  

● Gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich.  This is representative of 
spiritual works and spiritual riches, which are built upon the foundation of Jesus 
Christ and will stand the test of the Lord’s fire [when we will give an account for 
every word and deed] (1 Corinthians 3:11-‐15).  

● White raiment, that thou mayest be clothed.  This is to be dressed in the 
garment of the Holy Spirit, which is to be sealed with the Holy Spirit, having 
received the earnest of our redemption (Ephesians 1:13-‐14, 4:30).  

● Anoint thine eyes with eyesalve.  This is representative of the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit working through the gospel, which is able to make the blind to see.   

● As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. This 
implies that true spiritual growth is based upon a humility of spirit, which is 
necessary to earnestly desire correction and chastening.  Moreover, it implies a 
full and heart-‐felt reliance upon Christ’s atoning work alone, as the sole basis 
upon which to be justified and empowered to live holy lives.  



● Behold, I stand at the door, and knock.  The Lord’s justice revealed, in that He 
stands at the door of every heart and reveals Himself to every man, so that none 
can justify their rejections of Him by claiming ignorance of the truth.  Moreover, 
this is symbolic of the agency of the Holy Spirit in the lives of men-‐-‐to draw us to 
repentance (John 6:44)-‐-‐and guide us in working out our salvation in fear and 
trembling before the Lord ().  

● If we partake of Christ [His divine nature], we become partakers with Him in His 
earthly rule and spiritual authority, even as the son gained authority over all 
things by His obedience (Philippians 2:5-‐11):  and we will rule with Him.  

 

Revelation 4  
 
[4:1] 
 
● A door was opened in heaven … and come up hither [symbolizing that we are shifting 

from an earthly to heavenly perspective in the vision]. Ezekiel 1:1 
● A voice as a trumpet [the Lord’s voice (Revelation 1:10-‐11)].  
● I will shew thee things which must be hereafter [a future fulfillment].  Taken together, 

verse 1 is symbolic of divine times and seasons and God’s sovereignty over the affairs of 
man.  

 
[4:2-‐4] 
 
● And immediately I was in the spirit.  This signifies a supernatural increase in the means 

by which the vision is communicated and an increasing importance in the message:  for 
which cause, John is drawn close to Christ, even as those who will endure the coming 
day of adversity must draw nigh to Christ to withstand deception and long endure (2 
Corinthians 12:1-‐4).  Or indicating a break in the vision and a change or continuance in 
the message.  

● A throne was set in heaven [symbolic of the Lord’s authority and power to judge].  
● An appearance like unto jasper and sardine [or carnelian] stones and an emerald 

rainbow [the Lord’s person (His nature and character) manifests as beauty beyond 
compare or description].  Ezekiel 1:28 

● 24 elders in white robes with crowns of God [symbolic of all the redeemed children of 
God who are made in His likeness and similitude, as vessels of light; it is a picture of the 
church in its glorified state].  

 
[4:5] 
 
● Lightnings, rumblings, and voices or thunder [representative of the judgment of God, 

which is now restrained, but soon to be released].  Exodus 19:16 Indicates a transition, 
a coming announcement after the scroll is unrolled 



● Seven lamps of fire [symbolic of His perfect holiness and righteousness, which qualifies 
Him to judge]:  notice, the fire of God consumes the unrighteous and purifies the 
redeemed (Matthew 3:11; 1 Corinthians 3:11-‐17).  Exodus 25:37; Zechariah 4:2; 
Revelation 8:5 

● A sea of glass like unto crystal.  This is living water, symbolic of the eternal truths upon 
which God’s judgments are founded and that we partake of by faith and continuous 
obedience to the commands of God, and these are a firm foundation of eternal 
understanding, knowledge and wisdom upon which the faithful tread (Psalm 36:6). 
Notice, it is a sea of peace and absolute calm, devoid of turmoil of any kind.  Also 
notice, God’s spiritual truths are the substance from which all things are formed:  and in 
their perfected [not fallen] state, all things are beautiful beyond comparison or 
description.  Ezekiel 1:22; Revelation 15:2  

 
[4:6-‐all] 
  
● The four beasts [actually, living creatures, for it is a different word in the Greek than 

that used in Revelation 13:1,11]:  a lion, calf, man, and flying eagle; the Old Testament 
declares these as angels or cherubims [attendants of God and executors of His 
judgments (Ezekiel 1 and 10:2,20).  They are similar to the seraphim (Isaiah 6).  

● The lion and calf, taken together, are representative of God’s perfect authority and 
judgments [to extend wrath or mercy], justifying the righteous and condemning the 
wicked (John 5:26-‐29).  The Lion of the Tribe of Judah comes to execute wrath upon 
the ungodly, even as the calf or ox or bullock is symbolic of Christ’s atoning work, by 
which He commended His love to us while we were yet sinners and made His mercy 
available to all who believe (Exodus 29:10; 1 Kings 20:6; Lamentations 3:10; Ezekiel 
19:6-‐7; Hosea 5:14; Amos 3:4,8; Jude 1:14-‐15; Revelation 10:3).  In the fullness of 
time, God shall establish His government in the earth and peace will prevail, even 
between natural enemies (Isaiah 11:6; Psalm 8:6-‐8).  

● The man and flying eagle are symbolic of the fact that Christ is both fully man and fully 
Divine [God].  

● Thus, we have four gospels and four faces:  Matthew [Christ as the Lion of the Tribe of 
Judah], Mark [Christ as a suffering servant], Luke [Christ as the son of man], and John 
[Christ as the Son of God].  

● Six wings full of eyes and no rest day or night [symbolic of the eternal nature and 
character of God Who and the omnipresent, omniscient agency of the Holy Spirit]:  For 
the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself 
strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him (2 Chronicles 16:9).  

● Perfect authority flows from perfect purity [holiness] and produces perfect proportions 
of grace and truth, which are the substance of God’s glory (John 1:14).  

● Casting their crowns before the throne.  The pattern of the fruit lies in the seed, the 
source of all life-‐-‐therefore, the crowns we receive from God are to His glory and never 
our own-‐-‐for which cause, they are cast at His feet, as a true expression of worship 
[worshipping in Spirit and in truth].  The worship of the four living creatures prompts 



the worship of the 24 elders. 
● Revelation 4:8-‐11 is the mature manifestation of what Christ prophesied in John 4:23.  
 

Revelation 5  
 
● The right hand [symbolic of righteousness-‐-‐Matthew 22:44].  
● A book [or more aptly, scroll]. 
● Written within and on the backside [symbolic of completeness, detail (exactness), and 

Sovereign design]. 
● Seven seals [symbolic of Kingship authority and representative of the certain judgment 

of a divinely unfolding plan].  Notice, all the seals on a scroll are opened before it is 
read:  therefore, the seals indicate fairly synchronous events that lead to a culminative 
pronouncement; when the actual events preceding Christ’s return come to pass, they 
will do so quickly (1 Thessalonians 5:1-‐4).  What is the content of the scroll, and why is 
Christ alone worthy to open it?  It contains the mysteries of God, which no man can look 
into and understand, even the glorified saints.  We have been granted enough light to 
prepare us for the things to come, but not enough to enable us to eliminate the need to 
walk by faith.  Certain things are restricted from our knowledge, until all these things 
come to pass, as it is necessary that we be weak in ourselves in order to be strong in 
Christ. The fact that there are seven seals indicates that the content of the scroll 
represents the fulfillment of all things.  

● A strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice [symbolic of a bold and righteous 
challenge]. 

● Who is worthy to open and loose?  [Not only to look into, but also to authorize and 
commission]  

● And I wept much [great sorrow is often the result of being denied great joy or having a 
great need].  This is symbolic of man’s absolute inability to save himself-‐-‐or even to 
recognize the great danger of his precarious position, absent the Holy Spirit’s 
working-‐-‐and of our enduring need for the Savior (John 6:44; Romans ).  

● Hath prevailed to open the book [indicating a great struggle that was overcome, even 
the sufferings of the cross, by which Christ was perfected as a servant and made the 
Savior of men].  

● A slain Lamb [symbolic of life from death and the power of a crucified life].  
● Seven horns and seven eyes [symbolic of perfect authority and judgment].  
● A new song [symbolic of the unction of the Spirit; the song of the bride to the Lamb].  
● The four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one 

of them harps, and golden vials [symbolic of perfect worship in our glorified state, the 
psalms [songs] and prayers of the saints].  

● New song [symbolic of the unction of the Holy Spirit and prophetic, inspired worship] 
●   


